
 

“The Thai-US free trade 
agreement (FTA) will kill us 
small farmers. We won’t be 
able to compete because we 
don’t have lots of money. If 
we try to compete we won’t 
be able to survive, we will 
lose our rice, and we will 
lose our past.” 

 

 

Bunsong Matkhao and  
Thai Fair Trade Jasmine Rice 

 
“Rice is my life,” explains Bunsong Matkhao, a 
jasmine rice farmer from Thailand’s northeastern 
region. Farming since the age of 12, he describes 
jasmine rice as an integral part of Thai culture, diet, 
and the livelihood of his family for generations. 
 
In the past, Bunsong sprayed chemical pesticides, 
herbicides and other intensive fertilizers to 
encourage high crop yields. However, the 
consumption of such inputs led him to a state of 

financial and 
physical strain. In 1995, growing more 
aware of the adverse affects on his health 
and the environment, Bunsong became the 
first jasmine rice farmer in his community 
to switch back to traditional, organic 
farming practices. He later linked with other 
farmers in his village to form an organic 
farmer cooperative, consisting of 30 other 
families. Within two years of the co-op’s 
founding, they built their own rice mill and 
now have over 1000 families as members.  
 
It has been 5 years since Bunsong and 200 other families within his coop 
became fair trade certified. The fair trade price has expanded membership 
and has allowed the coop’s members to feel part of a greater movement 
towards sustainability. Within the coop, Bunsong strongly emphasizes 
prioritizing the individual farmer’s needs over what he/she sells. He also 
organizes workshops for farmers interested in organic farming, medicinal 
plants, and funding to members wanting to expand their organic farms. 
 
Currently, Bunsong along with farmers across 
Thailand making up over half of the population, 
are facing the threat of the American-Thai Free 
Trade Agreement. “It will kill us small farmers. 
We won’t be able to compete because we don’t 
have lots of money. If we try to compete we 
won’t be able to survive, we will lose our rice, 
and we will lose our past.” 

 

Bunsong Matkhao on his organic farm 

Bunsong Matkaho working on his organic farm 
 

 


